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Shifting Ground in Korea: 
U.S. Movement Responds with Caution, Hope 
DAVID EASTER 
Korea, a country that has suffered desperately at the hands of the 
United States, has received only sporadic 
attention from the American left over the 
past decades. Cut in two by the United 
States and the Soviet Union in 1945, 
racked by a brutal civil war that has never 
officially ended, home of ten million 
divided families, plagued by human 
rights abuses, Korea needs our attention 
now. 
If the Bush administration requires a 
pre-election military crisis to shore up 
public support, Iraq, Cuba and North 
Korea stand out as the most likely enemy 
states. The New York Times reported 
February 17, 1992 that a working group 
with representatives from the Joint chiefs 
of Staff, the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
and the Defense Department had drawn 
up seven possible war scenarios for the 
1994-1999 period. Two of the seven 
anticipated war in Korea. In one scenario, 
North Korea would use the cover of a 
peace initiative for an all out attack on 
the South. The second is a variation of 
the first. At a time that Iraq invades 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, North Korea 
seizes the moment to invade South Korea. 
Pentagon fantasies aside, the end of 
the Cold War has brought a time of great 
hope in Korea. Korean reconciliation is 
finally possible. Seoul, in the South, and 
Pyongyang, in the North, are on the 
verge of ending their decades-long mili-
tary confrontation. It is the United 
States that keeps fanning the flames of 
mistrust, attempting to maintain the 
hostile status quo. 
Last winter, North and South Korea 
reached several dramatic agreements. 
The governments agreed to sign a 
nonaggression pact, to discuss cutting 
down the size of their swollen armed 
forces, to create a nuclear-free zone in 
Korea, to step up economic exchanges, 
and to work toward the opening of their 
borders. All of this was envisioned as 
a prelude to Korean reunification. In 
continued on page two 
ATTENTION LIBRARIANS! 
You'll notice the Resist newsletter now has its 
own ISSN number. We have also begun a new 
numbering system for each issue. Volume One 
will include our first 250 newsletters. The 251st 
issue will be Volume Two, Number One. 
I 
Korea 
continued from page one 
the months since, the two sides have 
been slow to implement these agree-
ments, each .blaming the other for lack 
of good faith. But hope is still high as 
each side continues to make small steps 
of compromise. 
Shifting Context for Korea Solidarity 
There are many reasons for the 
shifting ground in Korea. The demise of 
the U.S.S.R. and the socialist govern-
ments of Eastern Europe ended favor-
able trading terms for North Korea and 
increased economic pressure. North 
Korea is responding by accelerating the 
opening of its planned economy to for-
eign investment. It is opening several 
free trade zones, inviting investment by 
capitalist countries, including S_outh 
Korea. 
At the same time, South Korean 
companies are beginning to face a labor 
shortage and are in the process of 
exporting their factories to low wage 
countries. Socialist North Korea fits this 
category, and the large South Korean 
conglomerates are pressing the South 
Korean government to end its policy 
forbidding nearly all contact with the 
North. In the past two years, the chair-
men of Hyundai and Daewoo have trav-
eled to Pyongyang, capital of North 
Korea, promising investment. During 
this same period, other large South 
Korean firms have begun direct trade 
with the North, seeking to solidify busi-
ness ~es. Only a few years ago there was 
no trade at all. 
South Korean capitalists are also 
facing competition from the expanding 
Japanese economy. Japan and North 
Korea are on the verge of normalizing 
relations. As reparation for its colonial 
treatment of Korea, Japan is expected to 
pay North Korea $5 billion, which may 
largely be used to finance Japanese 
continued on page five 
Resist to Turn 25! 
Desist turns 25 next month and we're planning a big party here in 
ftBoston for November 14th at the Jorge Hernandez Cultural 
Center in Villa Victoria. E\'eryone is invited so save that date!!! There 
will be poetry, music, dancing, good food, panel displays from groups 
we've funded and lots more. 
Come help celebrate our history, renew old 
friendships, make new ones, and look ahead at 
where our movements should be going. 
Besides the party, we're planning an art show in the spring [called •Acts of Raistancc: 
Making Community/ics•] and a yar-long focus in the newsletter reflecting on our past and 
chinking into our future. There's still time to help out with all this and voluntccn arc wdcomc. 
Wea like to especially invite the participation of Boston area supporters, and gro~ that have 
m::emd Raist grants. The Boston 25th oiganizing committee mccrs monthly and is mostly 
focusing on the November party. There's an •art group• and also a iu.tory group" in Boston 
and an art/event group in New York working on the other projea:s. Please call the office if you'd 
likctogeturvoh,al. 
If you're outside the Boston area, maybe you'd like to coordinate some 
kind of event, an exhibit, house-party, poetry reading, or something 
else in your community to commemorate our anniversary. Call 
Tatiana Sc:breiber at the Resist office to discuss your ideas. 
Thanksl!I and see you on November 14th. 
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OOPS! 
Resist supporter Phil Bereano wrote in 
after reading our special issue, "Breast 
Cancer and the Environment," (Vol. 1, 
#246; May/June 1992) to point out that, 
contrary to our reporting, the 1958 
Delaney Clause banning the deliberate 
addition of carcinogens to food, has not 
been revoked. According to Bereano, the 
Clause was recently upheld in a case last 
month in the Ninth U.S. Circuit Coun of 
Appeals in San Francisco, which ruled 
that the Clause applied to pesticide 
residues. The case was argued by Al 
Myerhoff from the National Resources 
Defence Council in S.F. Thanks for the 
correction. 
Faculty • Students • Staff 
Help Resist Grow! 
Ask Your Library to Subscribe 
to the 
Resist Newsletter 
(Library subs are $15/year) 
Call or write for more details 
ILLEGITIMATE AUIIIORlff 
,-,.,de~ ~-..( ~ ""'e "61 
For lnform• llon • nd 1rant 1uldellnes write to: 
Rnb(, One Summer St., Somenllle, MA 02143 
The Resist Newsleller i~ published ten 
times a year by Resist, Inc . , One Summer 
Street, Somerville, MA 02143 . (617) 
623-5 I I 0. The views expressed in articles, 
other than editorials, are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent 
the opinions of the Resist staff or board. 
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Press Freedom and the Grand Jury 
in Puerto Rico: 
Sanchez Case Sparks Outrage and Organizing 
LINDA BACKIEL 
Daisy Sanchez, a young Channel 11 news reporter in Puerto Rico and 
mother of a four-year-old son, was con-
tacted in the summer of 1991 by repre-
sentatives of Los Macheteros, a clandes-
tine organi:zation dedicated to obtaining 
independence for Puerto Rico. She was 
asked if she would be interested in an 
extensive, exclusive interview with mem-
bers Filiberto Ojeda Rfos and Lufs Colon 
Osorio, two of the island's best-known 
independentistas. She quickly assented, 
despite the fact that the two were known 
to be underground and actively sought by 
the FBI. 
The interview was conducted and 
aired on Channel 11 in August of last 
year, with great public interest, including 
that of the FBI, which immediately 
sought to interview Sanchez about her 
interview. When she refused, citing a 
reporter's ethical obligations to maintain 
the confidentiality of her sources and the 
integrity of her work, the FBI served a 
grand jury subpoena on both the reporter 
and the station for the original tapes, 
alleging that a grand jury in Hartford, 
CT was considering a bail-jumping 
indictment against the two fugitives and 
needed the tapes as evidence. 
The station, conscious of its respon-
sibility to maintain the freedom and inde-
pendence of the press, supported 
Sanchez' refusal to turn over the 
materials, and decided to air the entire, 
unedited tape, which it turned into a fea-
ture program with interviews and com-
mentaries by political analysts and others 
regarding the issues aired by the two fugi-
tive independentistas. The FBI was 
informed that, as members of the public, 
its officials could write and request a copy 
of the tape, which was available to the 
public at a nominal charge. The FBI was 
not satisfied however, and insisted that 
Sanchez appear behind the closed doors 
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of the grand jury room in Hartford. 
Ever since the bitterly divided 
Supreme Court decision in the 1972 case 
of Branzburg v. Hayes (compelling Daily 
News reporter Earl Caldwell to testify 
about events inside the Black Panther 
Party headquarters during a police raid in 
Harlem), grand jury (as well as trial) sub-
poenas have been commonplace in the 
United States. However, they are virtually 
unknown in Puerto Rico, where freedom 
of the press is a more recently-won and 
tenaciously defended right. 
Puerto Rico has had a history of 
overt censorship exercised by the Spanish 
until the last decade of the nineteenth 
century, when the U.S. invaded the 
island, imposed martial law, and enacted 
censorship of its own. As a result, free-
dom of the press is a rallying cry, not just 
for professional journalists but for the 
ordinary person. 1 
The Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of Puerto Rico issued strong 
resolutions supporting Sanchez' position; 
the Governor and leaders of all three 
Puerto Rican political parties wrote to the 
judge, passed resolutions and generally 
urged that the subpoena be withdrawn or 
quashed; labor unions and religious orga-
nizations, journalists' organizations and 
an association of 1200 newspaper owners 
all joined amicus briefs in support of 
Sanchez. The notion of jailing a Puerto 
Rican reporter in Connecticut for · doing 
her job was just too much for most Puer-
to Ricans. 
The prosecutors, stunned by the out-
pouring of support for Sanchez, relented 
and "postponed" her appearance -
twice. When they believed the outrage 
1. On the other hand, censorship today has been 
"privatized." All but one 1V station is owned by 
U .S. communications giants. Those channels 
(Sanchez works for the "other" one) barely carried 
the story of her subpoena. And where once there 
were five daily papers there are now two - one 
owned by the founder of the pro-statehood party 
and the other a tabloid speciali7.ing in front-page 
photos of grisly crimes. 
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had finally died down, they tried again, 
summoning her to Hartford just before 
Christmas. She left Puerto Rico prepared 
to go to jail in order to vindicate her pro-
fessional ethics, having pre-recorded a 
series of tapes for her son so he could still 
fall asleep to the sound of her voice. 
On the day of her appearance in 
Hartford, the federal court in San Juan 
- a modern fortress of a building sur-
rounded by spiked fencing and set far 
back from the street - was besieged by 
pickets, loudspeakers and music from 
spirited demonstrators including profes-
sional associations, religious groups, the 
office of the Mayor of San Juan, political 
leaders, and members of the Puerto Rican 
Socialist Party, labor, cultural and civic 
organizations. 
Abuse of Subpoena Power 
Unconstitutional 
In Hartford, Sanchez' lawyers pre-
sented legal briefs arguing that the origi-
nal tapes were protected from subpoena 
by the First Amendment's guarantees of 
freedom and independence of the press, 
and that requiring her to appear before 
the grand jury was inconsistent with pro-
tection of the confidentiality of a 
reporter's sources. They also presented a 
sworn declaration from Laura Candelas, 
the president of the professional journal-
ists' association, to the effect that such 
subpoenas are regarded in the profession 
as a violation of the rights of the public to 
freedom of information. 
An amicus brief filed by the lnstituto 
Puertoriquefio de Derechos Civiles and 
its U.S. counterpart, the Center for Con-
stitutional Rights, argued that the cul-
ture, history, and jurisprudence of Puerto 
Ri,co required that the subpoena be 
quashed, even if strict interpretations of 
federal precedent in the U.S. courts did 
not. The Court's decision, anticipated at 
11AM, was postponed until 1 :00, then 
3:00, and then until the following day. 
continued on next page 
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Press Freedom 
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The judge, a well-known conservative, 
some of whose restrictive interpretations 
of the First Amendment had been 
reversed by higher courts, stunned the 
courtroom with a decision excusing 
Sanchez from complying with the sub-
poena, and recognizing that the original 
tapes were not necessary to the grand 
jury's investigation. 
What is most surprising was the judi-
cial recognition of the FBI's all-too-com-
mon abuse of subpoena power to either 
obtain information it has no legitimate 
means to obtain, and/ or to harass and 
intimidate those who in some way defy or 
challenge its abuses. Congress has repeat-
edly denied subpoena power to the FBI: 
in this and many other cases, the FBI 
"borrows" that power from the grand 
jury, "legally" acting as process-server for 
the grand jury, but, in reality, telling the 
prosecutor whom to summon and what 
questions to ask. The investigative powers 
of the grand jury are virtually unlimited, 
and judges are reluctant to second-guess 
what prosecutors tell them a grand jury 
"wants to see." 
Puerto Rican Context 
What distinguishes Sanchez' case 
from those of the many U.S. journalists 
who have been ordered to turn over their 
materials or go to jail, is the level of pub-
lic indignation over the case, and the sup-
port for her refusal to comply. This, in 
turn, reflects a distinctly Puerto Rican 
culture and history, which, although the-
oretically subsumed by the colonial struc-
ture and superseded by federal law, asserts 
itself at critical junctures. 
The right to freedom of the press and 
its independence from government struc-
tures is not taken for granted in Puerto 
Rico. The Bill of Rights incorporated in 
the constitution of the Free Associated 
States of Puerto Rico2 not only guarantees 
the right to freedom of the press, but also 
2. There is no denying that this Constitution, like 
the creature it defines, is a colonial one. Created in 
1952 in order to relieve the United States of the 
duty of informing the United Nations about condi-
tions in its colonial territories and possessions, the 
Constitution created the anomalous "Free .Associat-
ed State" - the name give the current colonial rela-
tionship between Puerto Rico and the United 
States, whose official translation is "Common-
wealth." Puerto Rico is not a state; it is not free, 
and its "association" was achieved by forc.e of inva-
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contains a strange clause prohibiting the 
taking in eminent domain of any build-
ing housing a press until and unless the 
government certifies that suitable alterna-
tive housing has been found for the press. 
That clause reflects a long, bitter, and 
difficult struggle for autonomy and, 
indeed, survival, on the part of the press 
in Puerto Rico, which suffered overt cen-
sorship until nearly the beginning of the 
twentieth century, and which experienced 
fire bombings and other attacks from 
right-wing forces, with the collaboration 
Rico. Indeed, men and women who were 
jailed for substantial periods of time for 
such offenses are still active in Puerto 
Rico, as are their children and others 
deeply affected by the harsh repression of 
that period as well as the outright terror-
ism of the right, sponsored and often exe-
cuted by or at the behest of U.S. govern-
ment agencies. 
These historical experiences, which 
in tum shaped and were shaped by a dis-
tinct, Latin American culture and its val-
ues (giving respect for one's personal life 
• 
Congress has repeatedly denied subpoena power 
to the FBI· in this and many other cases, the FBI 
"borrows" that power from the grand jury, "legally" 
acting as process-server for the grand jury, but, in 
reality, telling the prosecutor whom to summon and 
what questions to ask. The investigative powers 
of the grand jury are virtually unlimited 
• 
of federal and local law enforcement 
officials, throughout the 1960s and 
1970s. 
Recent testimony before a Puerto 
Rican Senate Committee investigating 
government involvement in the planning 
and cover-up of the assassination of two 
young independentistas in 1978 implicates 
both federal and local intelligence forces 
as well as Cuban exiles in planting bombs 
during the 1970s at the offices of the lib-
eral periodical Avance as well as the pro-
independence publication of the Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party, Claridad. 
Also fresh in the memory of Puerto 
Ricans today is the infamous "Ley de la 
Mordaza," or "gag law" passed in the 
1950s, which made it a crime to write, 
edit, publish, distribute, or sell the news-
paper of the Nationalist Party of Puerto 
sion. The Constitution itself was drafted by Puerto 
Ricans, reviewed and edited by the U.S. Congress 
(which rejected substantial portions as "socialistic"), 
revised by Puerto Ricans, and finally approved by 
Congress. Even so, according to decisions by federal 
courts, in the event of conflicts between its 20th 
century guarantees (e.g., of the right to bail, prohi-
bition against electronic surveillance, and elimina-
tion of the death penalty) and statutes of the Con-
stitution of the United States, the Constitution of 
Puerto Rico has absolutely no force and effect. 
Resist Newsletter 
and for decorum a much higher status 
than these values enjoy in the United 
States), all served to inspire a level of 
organized, vocal, and widespread support 
for Daisy Sanchez' resistance to her sub-
poena which proved invincible, even for 
the federal government. 
Sanchez' lawyers, staff, and others at 
the lnstituto Puertoriquefio de Derechos 
Civiles decided there were some impor-
tant lessons to be learned from this victo-
ry for press freedom. After discussion and 
analysis with various organizations that 
had participated in the organizing and 
amicus brief efforts, a conference titled 
"Freedom of the Press: Right and Struggle 
in Puerto Rico" was held this past spring. 
The conference was funded by the Puerto 
Rican Foundation for the Humanities, 
and sponsored by several groups includ-
ing ASP RO ( the professional journalists' 
association), the Instituto, and the 
Athenaeum of Puerto Rico. The keynote 
speaker was Professor Ivonne Acosta, 
author of the book La Ley de la Mordaza. 
Panelists included ASPRO President 
Laura Candelas, attorney Guillermo 
Ramos Luina, (who is working to have 
the practice of serving subpoenas on 
reporters declared unconstitutional in 
Septnnber, 1992 
Puerto Rican courts), Ralph Rivera, gen-
eral coordinator of the lnstituto, and 
attorney Linda Backiel. Daisy Sanchez 
moderated the panel. 
Inspired by Sanchez' success in 
defeating a federal grand jury subpoena, 
and overcoming the weight of precedent, 
the conference helped identify several 
important lessons about organizing. First, 
ithe importance of understanding the dif-
ference between the workers who 
are journalists and those who own the 
means of communication, and the role of 
each; second, recognizing that an issue 
that provokes a sense of outrage may be 
shared across a broad spectrum, and not 
remain the exclusive problem of the most 
affected sector (in this case journalists); 
third, organizing efforts must not be 
confined to the traditional "left" or "dissi-
dent" sectors, but instead the issue must 
be defined broadly enough ("freedom of 
the press" v. repression against the inde-
pendence movement) so that many who 
are not traditional political allies can 
make common cause in defense of deeply 
held values; and fourth, it is necessary to 
share the results of such experiences with 
people who are forming values, profes-
sional standards, etc. For this purpose we 
made videos of the conference and are 
publishing the presentations in English 
and Spanish for distribution at journalism 
and law schools. 
It is hoped that by examining 
Sanchez' case and others like it, we can all 
arrive at a clearer understanding of the 
elements of a successful legal-political 
campaign for fundamental rights and 
improve our ability to protect and 
advance them. • 
Linda. Backie4 in addition to serving as one 
of the lawyers on the amicus brief in the 
Daisy Sanchez case, and as a consulta.nt to 
the Puerto Rican Institute for Civil Rights, 
served six months in jail for refasing to tes-
tifj against a client before a grand jury. 
¼L 1, #248 
Korea 
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investment in North Korea. South 
Korean firms know they have to move 
fast so as not to be squeezed out by the 
Japanese. 
The example of German reunifica-
tion also fosters hope about reconcilia-
tion among the peoples of North and 
South Korea. For Koreans living in a 
country that was united for 1,200 years 
prior 194 5, the desire for an end to the 
division is a very emotional issue. 
But North Korean leaders must have 
watched in horror as a larger West 
Germany swallowed up the much small-
er East Germany. North Korea has half 
the population of South Korea and a 
much smaller economy. Kim 11 Sung, the 
president of North Korea, appears to 
want to cut a deal now that will allow 
the North to maintain its own economic 
and social system. He is pressing his long 
held plan for a confederated reunifi-
cation of Korea. Diplomatic and military 
matters would be coordinated, but the 
two governments and two economic sys-
tems would remain. The South Korean 
government's public reunification plan is 
not all that different. Most observers 
believe that given the socialist North and 
capitalist South, a staged reunification is 
the most practical. The progressive 
movement in South Korea, however, is 
rightly worried that this process might 
lock in the worst of each system, rather 
than combining the best in a united 
Korea. Blatant human rights violations 
and authoritarian impulses on both sides 
Caribbean 
,; ,·- . Connections 
~ - · . 0--_lot_,_ 
c::,, ·:· ...... : 
·d'. 
must be condemned. 
U.S. offers peace but threatens war. 
Washington is responding to the 
changed context in Northeast Asia in a 
schizophrenic manner; at one moment 
threatening war, at the next offering 
peace. To say that Washington has 
tremendous influence in Korea is an 
understatement. The United States 
keeps 40,000 U.S. troops stationed on 
forty bases throughout South Korea. 
American generals have commanded 
South Korean military forces ever since 
the Korean war. For forty years Wash-
ington has chosen to deal with North 
Korea only through military confronta-
tion, refusing even to talk with North 
Korean officials. 
But now the situation has changed. 
With the disintegration of the U.S.S.R, 
North Korea lost the last ally that could 
come to bat for it in the case of war. It 
has become very difficult for Wash-
ington to paint North Korea as a mini 
evil empire posing a real threat to the 
U.S. or its ally, South Korea. South 
Korea, which has outspent North Korea 
two to one on its military for nearly two 
decades, can defend itsel£ For budgetary 
reasons, pressure is mounting in 
Congress to cut military forces world-
wide and the South Korean bases are 
getting closer scrutiny. 
According to the Center for Defense 
Information, the cost of keeping U.S. 
troops in Korea is $3 billion per year. 
continued on next page 
New! 
Caribbean Connections: 
PUERTO RICO 
•~ PUERTO RICO 
Brings Puert.o Rican voices to 
the classroom through fiction, 
oral history, interviews and 
songs. Lesson plans included. 
Excellent for secondary schools, 
collegesandcommunitygroups. 
Send purchase order or check 
for $15 (payable t.o NECCA, 
includes postage) to: 
. . ........ -~----
/ 
&sist Newsletter 
-·-~ .. c:..111---
Caribbean Connections 
c/oNECCA 
1118 - 22nd St. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20037 
202-429-0137 
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U.S. forces in the Pacific, justified by the 
"Korea threat," cost $12 billion per year. 
Last winter, in reconciling nods 
toward North Korea, Washington can-
celed its annual massive Team Spirit war 
game in South Korea, long seen by the 
North as extremely threatening. Wash-
ington also entered into the first ever 
cabinet-level talks with North Korea. As 
part of its end-of-the-Cold-War pledge 
to withdraw tactical nuclear weapons 
from around the world, the Pentagon 
announced it had withdrawn all nuclear 
weapons from South Korea, the only 
nuclear weapons on the peninsula. 
Still, in the following months the 
U.S. pressured South Korea to go slow 
in its talks with the North and has post-
poned further reconciliation gestures. 
Congressional pressure had forced the 
Pentagon to put in place a very long, 
drawn-out plan to remove U.S. troops 
from Korea. Now, even that inadequate 
plan has been shelved and the Pentagon 
is hinting it will hold the Team Spirit 
war games once again next winter. 
The major excuse for pouring cold 
water on the talks has been a hyped-up 
campaign to imply that North Korea is 
on the verge of building nuclear 
weapons. But, with the June Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency inspec-
tion of North Korean nuclear facilities 
that found the country far from able to 
produce a bomb, the credibility of that 
effort is disintegrating. 
U .S./Korea Movement 
A strong movement needs to be 
built in this country to pressure the U.S. 
to follow a path of peace and justice in 
Korea. In fact, during the past fifteen 
years, as many progressives in the U.S. 
have fought for other causes, a Korea 
movement has been growing. There are 
eighty _or ninety small, diverse Korea 
groups spread across the United States. 
The key areas Korea activists have 
focused on are: democracy and an end 
to human rights abuses in South Korea; 
the withdrawal of U.S. troops and 
nuclear weapons from South Korea; 
exposure of U.S. created prostitution 
around its military bases and support for 
Korean women; support for labor rights; 
reconciliation between the United States 
and North Korea; and the reunification 
of North and South Korea. 
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Korean-Americans, as well as people 
who have lived in South Korea as mis-
sionaries, Peace Corps workers, or stu-
dents, are at the core of this movement. 
They have close ties with the activist 
movement in South Korea. "We are 
working hard to give voice to the move-
ment in Korea," said Hyuk Kyo Suh, a 
member of Young Koreans United, 
which has chapters in ten U.S. cities. 
"People in the U.S. are not aware of the 
diverse and very vibrant peoples' grass-
roots movement in South Korea." 
Over the years, the Korea groups in 
the U.S. have gained some support for 
their various campaigns from peace, 
feminist, labor and human rights groups 
throughout the country. But it has been 
an uphill struggle. Activists, like others 
in this country, are driven by the news. 
Korea is considered old news. The Korea 
movement must find ways to communi-
cate the urgency of its belief that condi-
tions are right today for a successful 
push to change U.S./Korea policy. 
tions have close ties is the Korean 
Alliance of Anti-Nuclear Peace Move-
ments. At the Pacific People's Forum: 
"Toward a century free from overseas 
bases," held in Yokohama, Japan in May, 
the Alliance urged, "The time has now 
come, especially for the people of the 
Korean Peninsula and overseas Koreans, 
to raise [our] voice to demand the cre-
ation of a nuclear-free zone, the with-
drawal of nukes and all foreign bases 
and troops from the Korean peninsula." 
The student movement in South Korea 
is now exploring the possibility that U.S. 
ships stopping in South Korean ports 
may be carrying nuclear weapons. It is 
not enough for the U.S. to just 
announce it has withdrawn nuclear 
weapons stored on Korean soil. It must 
agree to a true nuclear-free zone and 
remove the nuclear threat from the 
region. 
Political Prisoners 
The freeing of political prisoners is 
• 
He was caught by the police with a book, 
Basic Theories of Wage .... The judges ruled, 
~ long as it cannot be proven that the possession of 
the book resulted from intention to conduct academic 
research, or from simple curiosity, we must assume 
that he had the intention to benefit the enemy. " 
• 
"I think we're in a very good posi-
tion to press for the complete withdrawal 
of U.S. troops from Korea," said Eunju 
Lee, a member of the Committee for a 
New Korea Policy, based in Albany, NY. 
"We need to make sure those groups 
pressing for a cut in the Defense Depart-
ment budget in order to end poverty in 
the U.S. remember that U.S. troops in 
South Korea are very expensive." 
A long term goal of the Korea 
movement has been the creation of a 
nuclear-free zone in Korea. Activists are 
pushing, through petitions, letters, and 
demonstrations, for the quick imple-
mentation of the North-South agree-
ment to create a Korean nuclear-free 
zone. One of the movement groups in 
South Korea with which U.S. organi:za-
Resist Newsletter 
another issue of great importance to the 
Korea movement. "The Bush adminis-
tration would like us to think everything 
is fine in South Korea", said Ramsay 
Liem of Boston, a board member of 
Stop Torture in Korea (STII(). "Every-
thing is not fine. President Roh Tae 
Woo has thrown more people into 
prison than Chun Doo Hwan. The use 
of the National Security Law is particu-
larly vicious." 
The South Korean government uses 
the National Security Law to control 
contact with North Korea, fearing a 
tidal wave of public sentiment for 
reunification that might sweep the gov-
ernment itself from power. Anyone who 
does communicate with, or travel to, 
North Korea without government per-
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mission (movement groups are never 
given permission), faces the threat of 
jail. 
In 1989, Im Su Kyung, then age 20, 
traveled to North Korea to represent the 
South Korean student movement at the 
World Festival of Youth. When she 
returned, she was arrested and is now 
serving a five year sentence under the 
National Security Law. Two political 
prisoners held under the law, Kim Sun 
Myung and Lee Jong Hwan, have been 
held for forty-one years, making them 
the longest held political prisoners in the 
world. The Korea movement, joined by 
Amnesty International and other human 
rights groups, continues to petition the 
U.S. and South Korean governments 
on behalf of these and other poll ti cal 
prisoners. 
To date U.S. Korea activists have 
not focussed attention on political pris-
oners in North Korea. Because the U.S. 
and other western countries have so little 
contact with North Korea, information 
about possible political prisoners is 
sketchy, based largely on questionable 
South Korean intelligence sources. In 
the months ahead the U.S. government 
is very likely to raise human rights viola-
tions in the North as a reason to go slow 
with dialogue. Activists in their concern 
for ending the division of Korea must be 
careful not to gloss over the realities of 
polictical repression in North Korean 
society. 
Growing Labor Movement 
The labor movement in South 
Korea is gaining momentum as workers 
attempt to gain some benefit from the 
tremendous growth of the South Korean 
economy. During the past few years, 
U.S. Korea activists have begun to work 
in support of this movement. 
The major progressive national 
labor federation, Chonnohyup, has been 
declared an anti-state organi1.ation, and 
its leaders can be arrested under the 
National Security Law. The way this 
works is illustrated by a recent case. 
This March a Hyundai company 
worker and active union member, Kim 
Sang Myung, was found guilty of violat-
ing Article 7 of the National Security 
Law (producing, disseminating or pos-
sessing enemy-benefitting materials). He 
was caught by the police with a book, 
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Basic Theories of Wage. He had also writ-
ten an article for a union newsletter, 
"United States for Whom?" Both were 
described as "enemy-benefitting materi-
al." The judges ruled, ''As long as it can-
not be proven that the possession of the 
book resulted from intention to conduct 
academic research or from simple curios-
ity, we must assume that he had the 
intention to benefit the enemy." 
In addition to making visible indi-
vidual cases like this, Korea groups are 
drawing attention to U.S. corporations, 
which ran to South Korea to benefit 
from cheap labor. There, companies 
including Motorola, Control Data and 
Radio Shack used company-hired goon 
squads to severely beat women workers 
attempting to unionize and press for fair 
treatment. Stockholders resolutions, 
solicitation of resolutions from U.S. 
unions, petitions, and letter-writing 
campaigns are being used to expose 
these anti-labor policies. 
During 1990 and 1991, union 
groups throughout the U.S. rallied to 
support PICO company workers, who 
traveled to the U.S. to confront their 
American boss and to speak to U.S. 
union and movement audiences. The 
Center for Constitutional Rights filed a 
suit on their behalf, seeking back wages 
and compensation for the abrupt illegal 
closing of the PICO factory in South 
Korea. This was the first time Third 
World workers were able to sue in U.S. 
courts for the violation of their collective 
bargaining agreement. The case was lost, 
but is now on appeal. 
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Women's Issues 
The U.S. Korea movement has also 
worked to support the concerns of the 
very active women's movement in South 
Korea. Major issues there are the sexual 
torture of political prisoners; revision of 
South Korea's family law, which is very 
discriminatory toward women; the 
rights of women workers; and the severe 
problem of prostitution around U.S .. 
bases. 
"We work in support of the 
women,s movement in South Korea", 
said Jinsook Lee, of the Korean Informa-
tion and Resource Center in Washing-
ton DC. "This year they have pressed 
the Japanese government to apologize 
for the abduction of Korean women 
during WWII to serve as prostitutes for 
the Japanese military. Up to 200,000 
Korean women were shamelessly treated. 
This is an important issue for us in the 
U.S. because there are prostitution areas 
around every U.S. base. The U.S. is real-
ly no better than the Japanese." 
U.S. lies to North Korea 
The issue of reconciliation between 
the United States and North Korea 
remains very much on the front burner 
of the Korea movement. The U.S. need 
not like North Korea in order to end its 
stance of military confrontation. "As the 
largest power concerned about Korea, 
the United States can block or encour-
age reunification between North and 
South. If North Korea is defined only as 
an enemy, no progress will be possible," 
said Paul Kim, of the Korea Church 
continued on next page 
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Coalition for Peace Justice and 
Reunification in Korea, which is spon-
sored by Methodist, Presbyterian and 
other Protestant churches and Catholic 
orders. 
For the past decade, a major recon-
ciliation tactic of the Korea movement 
has been to encourage Korean Ameri-
cans to travel to North Korea to visit rel-
atives they had been unable to see for 
decades. Even today the governments of 
North and South Korea allow no per-
sonal travel to the other side. There is no 
telephone or mail service. Parents and 
children have not been able to see each 
other for forty years. 
With an invitation from the North 
Korean government, six or seven thou-
sand persons have traveled to North 
Korea to be at least temporarily reunited 
with their loved ones. The impact of 
these visits has been to greatly undercut 
South Korean and U.S. efforts to paint 
North Korea only in negative terms. In 
recent months, either fearing that 
Western thinking is undermining public 
support for the government, or frustrat-
ed that the United States has allowed 
only a few North Koreans to visit the 
U.S., North Korean authorities have cut 
such family visits to a trickle. 
The Korea movement in the U.S. is 
working to encourage these visits to con-
tinue. The American Friends Service 
Committee and scholars at a score of 
U.S. universities are currently working 
to bring North Korean scholars to the 
U.S. to redress the travel imbalance. The 
main obstacle continues to be the reluc-
tance of the State Department to grant 
visas to North Koreans. Only about a 
hundred North Koreans have been able 
to visit the U.S. since the Korean War. 
A very interesting and strange devel-
opment for the Korea movement in the 
U.S. is the emergence of a number of 
right wing groups here, effectively advo-
cating for reconciliation with Pyong-
yang. The North Korean government, 
which very much wants to establish nor-
mal ties with the United States, is now 
looking to the right wing for support, 
apparently believing the Left has little 
influence on the U.S. government. 
Recent visitors to North Korea have 
included Rev. Billy Graham and Rev. 
Sun Myung Moon of the Unification 
Church. The conservative Center for 
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Strategic and International Studies has 
sponsored several delegations to 
Pyongyang. 
Last May a large delegation, includ-
ing a number of former governors, as 
well as former CIA and State 
Department officials, traveled to 
Pyongyang. The delegation was spon-
sored by the American Freedom 
Coalition, a Moonie organization. Each 
of these groups has come back urging 
the United States to reach out to North 
Korea to ease military tensions. Like Pat 
Buchanan, who, during his presidential 
campaign, called for the withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from Korea, these groups 
believe that it is not in the U.S. interest 
to be drawn into a new war in Korea. 
The Korea movement needs to do fur-
ther work to understand the motivation 
of these groups and to find ways to take 
advantage of their initiatives, while not 
incorporating their agenda. 
Groups focused on Korean issues do 
not expect the rest of the progressive 
movement to drop other important 
work to take up this cause. But they do 
want groups to add Korea to their agen-
da. Disarmament groups working for a 
cutback in Pentagon spending need to 
vigorously demand that U.S. troops be 
withdrawn from South Korea. Anti-
nuclear groups need to press for a 
nuclear-free zone in Korea. The feminist 
movement should reach out to Korean 
women who are struggling against U.S. 
multinational corporations and the U.S. 
military. It is in the interest of the labor 
movement to press for higher wages and 
better working conditions in Korea to 
stem the flow of U.S. capital to South 
Korea. The climate is right to press the 
U.S. for a new Korea policy, emphasiz-
ing peace, justice and reconciliation.• 
David Easter is the coordinator of the 
Committee for a New Korea Policy, a 
Q!l.aker organization. 
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Resources and information can be 
obtained from the following groups. 
Korea Church Coalition for Peace 
Justice and Reunification 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 902 
New York, NY 10115 
Supported by the denominations 
of the National Council of Churches 
and Catholic orders working particu-
larly with members of Korean church-
es throughout the U.S. Publishes 
Korea Update. 
Korea Information and Resource 
C.enter 
1314 14th Street, Nw, #5 
Washington, DC 20005 
A documentation and resource 
center working closely with the pro-
gressive movement in South Korea 
and seeking to be a voice for that 
movement. Publishes Korea Report. 
Korea Support Network 
c/o Committee for a New Korea 
Policy 
33 Central Avenue 
Albany, NY 1221 o 
A loose coalition of Korea con-
cerned groups aaoss the country that 
meets twice a year for mutual support 
and for planning joint campaigns. 
Has placed its strongest emphasis on 
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
Korea. 
U.S. Korea Labor Solidarity Network 
do Marty Hart-Landsberg 
5624 SW California Street 
Portland, OR 97219 
A West Coast network of individ-
uals and groups working to support 
specific labor struggles in South 
Korea. 
Young Koreans United 
37-53 90th Street, #4 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372 
Has chapters in ten cities and has 
worked particularly effectively in soli-
darity with groups working on 
Central America, the Philippines, 
South Africa and other progressive 
causes. 
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Dangerous Memories 
Resist Resource Review 
Renney Golden, Michael McConnell, 
Peggy Mueller, Cinny Poppen, and Mari-
lyn Turkovich (1991) Dangerous Memo-
ries: Invasion and Resistance Since 
1492, Chicago Religious Task Force on 
Central America, 59 E. Van Buren Street 
#1400, Chicago, IL 60605; 272 pages, 
with forward by Marilyn Jones; illustra-
tions and graphics from various sources. 
Reviewed by Ken Hale. 
This important book contains three 
core chapters dealing successively with 
the European invasion of the Americas, 
African and Indigenous American 
resistance, and the cultures of invasion and 
resistance. A recurrent theme of the book, 
that certain memories are very necessary 
to our survival, is greatly strengthened by 
its perception that the invasion is not 
something that belongs only to the past, 
and it is not something that affected the 
Americas alone. The book is also 
enhanced by a section devoted to teaching 
strategies, emphasizing that it is not mere-
ly reading material; rather, it is a tool to be 
used in retrieving and safeguarding memo-
ry and in understanding certain important 
things about the world. 
The first chapter is careful to make 
the connection between the European pro-
ject of overseas conquest and the calami-
tous and violent conditions which existed 
in fifteenth century Europe. And it relates 
the Spanish participation in this project to 
the economic distress of the Spanish 
crown following the reconquest of Spain, 
a process which involved, among other 
things, the colonization of Catalonia ( in 
the northeast of present-day Spain) and the 
expulsion of the highly productive Moor-
ish and Sephardic communities. If the eco-
nomic desires of the crown were a driving 
force in the invasion and colonization of 
America, the reconquest of Spain provided 
experience in the practices so effectively 
used against the peoples of the New 
World. This picture is well drawn in Dan-
gerous Memories, as are other important 
elements in the story, e.g., the role of the 
European culture of Christianity and the 
prevailing European attitudes toward 
nature. And the European context is com-
pared and contrasted with the pre-conquest 
American condition of extraordinary cul-
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A gulf deeper than ocean 
yawns between the old world and the new. 
Fray Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca quored in Haniel Long, 
The PoWt:r within Us 
tural and linguistic diversity and with the 
predominately cooperative and integrative 
Native American attitudes and approaches 
to nature and the land 
An important point is made here and 
throughout the book - namely, that the 
Americas were fully occupied at the tiine 
of the conquest. But the point is blunted 
somewhat by a map entitled ''The Peoples 
of the Western Hemisphere" (page 26), 
which appears to leave out a lot of groups 
- e.g., Inuit-Aleut, Athabaskan (only 
Southern is included), many Algonquian, 
Yuman, most of the peoples of California 
(the most diverse area in North America), 
Misumalpan, Chibchan, and many others. 
This cannot be helped, I assume, because 
of space. But the map should be changed 
to read "Some Peoples ... ", and in using 
the book for teaching, the discussion of the 
population of the New World could be 
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made more realistic by using the various 
linguistic maps that exist One such map is 
included (page 231), but additional ones 
could be prepared for Central and South 
America, as well as for North America, by 
consulting the relevant handbooks.' In 
fact, this would be a reasonable student 
activity for building further upon the foun-
dation represented by the book itself. 
With the cultural, political, and histor-
ical contexts established, the remainder of 
the first chapter is devoted to the invasion 
and its consequences. Much interesting 
material is brought forth, and the book 
continued on next page 
1. For example: the Handbook of North Amer-
ican Indians, general editor William C. Sturtevant, 
Smithsonian Institution (beginning 1978); the Hand-
book of Middle American Indians, general editor 
Robert Wauchope (beginning 1964); and the Hand-
book of South American Indians, general editor 
Julian H. Steward (1946, 1963). 
Page Nine 
Memories 
continued from page nine 
correctly calls attention to the fact that the 
disaster was not limited in its affects to 
Native America but to other populations 
as well. As an integral part of its story, 
Dangerous Memories includes an account 
of slavery and its catastrophic impact on 
African peoples and cultures. I think that 
much more could be developed in relation 
to this aspect of the story, in the context of 
the "teaching strategies," perhaps. The 
invasion continues long past the devasta-
tion of the Indies, the conquest of Mexico, 
and the Pequot War, for example; and it is 
not limited to the Americas. The later dev-
astation of Aboriginal Australia and of the 
Hawaiians arguably belongs to the same 
general episode in the European program 
of conquest and economic exploitation 
which began in 1492, the minor delay 
being due simply to the time consumed in 
establishing various New World hege-
monies on the part of the competing Euro-
pean powers. 
In truth, invasion and destruction 
have been constant to this very day, as is 
clear from the second chapter of Danger-
ous Memories, where the story of resis-
tance unfolds. Here again, the African 
experience is given a deservedly promi-
nent position, with an excellent chronicle 
of black resistance extending from the 
early 1500s to the late 1960s. Indigenous 
American resistance is treated in two sec-
tions - resistance in North America, cov-
ering a period from the early 1600s to the 
occupation of Wounded Knee in 1973, and 
resistance in Central and South America, 
ranging from the late 1400s to the Andean 
resistance of the 1700s. The Mexican rev-
olution is appropriately included in this 
part of the story, as are the recent and on-
going struggles in Nicaragua, Guatemala, 
and El Salvador. 
Like the invasion itself, resistance to 
it has been continuous to the present, and 
Dangerous Memories includes a section 
on current resistance in the Amazon. This 
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is another place where more can be done. 
The teaching potential of the book can be 
used to explore more fully the nature of 
the continuing embattlement of Native 
American cultures and of the resistance 
which has been offered in response. To do 
this, however, it will be necessary to 
expand the bibliography and to enter into a 
sphere of scholarship which, for some rea-
son, appears to be shunned by the authors 
of Dangerous Memories, namely the virtu-
al mountain of literature produced by 
anthropologists since before the tum of the 
century. An intelligent reading of the new 
Handbook of North American Jndi,ans (see 
note 1) will reveal the extent to which 
North American indigenous life is one of 
constant struggle and resistance in virtual-
ly every domain: culture, education, water 
and mineral resources, grazing, agricul-
ture, employment, religion, language, etc. 
And the anthropological literature includes 
classics which are absolutely pertinent to 
the theme of Dangerous Memories. A spe-
cial place in this literature belongs to 
Edward Spicer's Cycles of Conquest: The 
Impact of Spai.n, Mexi.co, and the United 
States on the Indians of the Southwest 
1533-1960, University of Arizona Press 
(1962). 
In connection with references from 
the published literature, there are a number 
of mistakes in Dangerous Memories 
which would probably be uncovered in the 
course of using it as a resource in teach-
ing. I will cite just a few. Cherokee is Iro-
quoian, not Algonquian (p. 30). Zapata's 
men followed him out of carino, not car-
ina (p. 146). The wordsfluta and guittara 
should probably be flauta and guitarra (p. 
186). And the renowned Mexican Nahuatl 
scholar is Miguel Le6n-Portilla, not Le6n-
Portillo (p. 78 and elsewhere). 
It is important to stress that Native 
American peoples survive. It is virtually 
unknown to the non-Indian residents of 
the Northeastern United States, for exam-
ple, that the Pequots, devastated by the 
English attack at Mystic (Connecticut) in 
1637, persist to this day as a community 
fully engaged in efforts which belong 
properly to the tradition of struggle which 
marks the rest of Native America. The 
story of Pequot survival is told in Lau-
rence M. Hauptman and James D. Wherry 
(eds.) The Pequots of Southern New Eng-
land: The Fall and Rise of an American 
Indian Nation, University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1990. 
The story of the survival of indige-
nous peoples should, in my judgment, 
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Alternative 
Visions of the 
Americas 
The Media Network in New York is 
an organization that links indepen-
dent media makers with audiences 
who seek alternative points of view 
on issues affecting their lives. The 
Network sponsors workshops and 
conferences, provides fiscal sponsor-
ship for independent media artists, 
and publishes bi-annual guides to 
alternative media. The most recent 
issue of the Network's newsletter, 
lmMED/Ate Impact, contains a pull-
out supplement describing films and 
videos that "are acts of discovery, 
rediscovery and affirmation .... Many 
of these works are striking for their 
emphasis on multiple identities and 
the enoounter of disparate worlds. 
They ask what it means to be African 
American and Seminole, Native 
American and lesbian, indigenous 
and exiled, or mestizaje (mixed). 
These are the voices of workers, 
soldiers, activists and those whose 
collective memory pre-dates the 
'beginning of American history' 500 
years ago." The supplement tells you 
where you can rent or buy these 
resources and how much they oost. 
To get it, write Media Network, 
39 West 14th St., Suite 403, NY, 
NY 10011, or call (212) 929-2663. 
form a central focus of attention in imple-
menting the pedagogical project of Dan-
gerous Memories. In the United States, for 
example, the ability of an indigenous 
group to demonstrate the fact of its contin-
uous survival through particular historical 
periods can mean the difference between 
success ai~d failure in the struggle for 
land rights a.nd tribal recognition. The 
struggle for survival is waged on many 
fronts - legal, economic, educational, 
cultural. Any of these could form the basis 
of a rich program of study which would 
serve to demonstrate the energy and 
courage which indigenous communities 
have brought to bear in the course of their 
histories of survival. 
The third chapter of Dangerous Mem-
ories deals with the theme of culture, a 
theme which is intimately identified with 
the notion of survival. Within the tradition 
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of indigenous survival, the story of local 
languages, and the on-going struggle on 
their behalf, is interesting and instructive. 
Language is not only an important symbol 
of cultural and community identity, it is 
also the medium in which much of the cul-
tural wealth of a community is realized. 
An important aspect of indigenous resis-
tance has been the development of pro-
grams designed to maintain and protect 
local linguistic traditions. This involves 
struggle in every sense of the word. The 
forces which militate against local lan-
guage maintenance are monumental. They 
involve a climate which is antagonistic 
toward linguistic and cultural diversity, 
permitting xenophobic movements like 
U.S. English (English First) to flourish, as 
well as economic conditions which are 
disastrous for the continued survival c:>f 
local languages spoken by small popula-
tions. In this connection, the teaching pro-
gram of Dangerous Memories might well 
pick language as a topic to explore, with a 
focus on language endangerment and loss. 
An excellent and up-to-date basis for this 
would be Robert H. Robins and Eugenius 
M. Uhlenbeck (1991) Endangered Lan-
guages, distributed in the U.S. and Canada 
by St. Martin's Press, New York. This vol-
ume was prepared as part of a project to 
recognize the situation of endangered lan-
guages at the 1992 meeting of the Interna-
tional Congress of Linguists, in Quebec. 
Quite apart from the role which it 
plays in the dynamics of indigenous sur-
vival, language is an excellent lead into 
the study of culture. It is well known that 
some of the most valuable products of 
human intellectual labor are inextricably 
linked to the language in which they are 
expressed. 0 'odham (Pima and Papago) 
sung verse, for example, depends totally 
on abstract structures of the language and, 
while good translations into Spanish or 
English can be quite beautiful, they are 
separate creations and not the same as the 
originals. An excellent, more accessible, 
example of the expression of cultural 
forms in language is Gary Witherspoon's 
Language and Art in the Navajo Universe, 
University of Michigan Press (1977). 
But the notion of culture examined in 
the third chapter of Dangerous Memories 
involves a much greater and more pressing 
issue. It is about serious cultural differ-
ences in attitudes toward the world and the 
responsibilities of the people in it, differ-
ences which we must come to understand 
and respect if we are to survive. I think that 
this is the right aspect of "culture" to 
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emphasize in this book, given its focus on 
"memories". We must remember not only 
what went before but we must also remem-
ber what we could very well lose. And a 
lot of what we could lose is crucial to our 
survival. We had better share our memo-
ries. The book's well chosen selections 
from the writing of John Mohawk deserve 
to be taken very seriously. • 
Ken Hale is a member of the Resist board. 
He teaches linguistics at MIT and spe-
cializes in the study of Australian and 
(Central and North) American indigenous 
languages. 
Internship available 
at Resist 
We are looking for an intern starting 
as soon as possible, for up to sixteen 
hours of work/week on a volunteer 
basis. 
You must be: familiar with progres-
sive, anti-racist, feminist, and gay and 
lesbian politics; have good writing, 
communication and research skills; 
have strong organizing ability; be 
flexible and willing to take initiative 
and also do some jobs that can be 
tedious. Computer skills very desir-
able, graphic design knowledge a plus. 
Responsibilities include: general 
office work, help with the newsletter 
[soliciting articles and reviews, writing 
grant reports, some grant work, 
working on our 25th anniversary 
"Resist history project," etc], help 
managing our extensive collection of 
movement resources, and other 
projects depending on your interest 
and background. 
For those interested in grassroots 
social change work around the 
country, fundraising and develop-
ment, and small press publications, 
this is an opportunity to learn and to 
contribute in a good working envi-
ronment where dressing up is 
definitdy not required! Course a-edit 
may be available at your oollege. 
Contact Nancy Moniz at 
(617) 623-5110. 
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Grants 
continued from page '/Welve 
Police run through our commu-
nity using us for target practice, 
while wo~en are raped, beaten, 
and killed in alleys, well-lit streets, 
fields, and in their own homes by 
strangers, kin, lovers, husbands, 
friends, and ac.quaintances. 
And social services are being 
cut .... 
In the schools we are taught the 
history of our oppressor. And they 
lie, and lie, and lie, and dis us. And 
then they wonder why we don't pay 
attention. 
All these problems are not just 
on the surface, they are part of the 
fabric of U.S. society. In other 
words, our oppression is built into 
this system. The government is 
responsible. Therefore, we cannot 
change our condition without 
changing the entire system. [From 
FMP Statement of Purpose] 
Free My People's membership 
includes both youth and adults, African-
Americans, Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, 
Cape Verdeans, and others. It has more 
women than men, and includes people of 
all sexual orientations. Together, members· 
organized a Coca-Cola boycott that led to 
the Boston School Committee's ban on 
Coca-Cola products in the school system; 
initiated and participated in a successful 
suit against the Boston Police Depart-
ment for its discriminatory stop-and-
search policy; worked to ensure that the 
international Children of War group 
included inner city youth in the U.S., 
who also live in war zones; hosted com-
munity activists from Colombia, Bolivia 
and Peru on a "Drugs of War" tour; and, 
in January 1991, began an "Education for 
Liberation" program. 
The Education for Liberation pro-
gram serves 125-175 youth each week 
and combines academic tutoring with 
political education; counseling (group 
and individual therapy) with yoga and 
physical education; work on healthy sexu-
ality; recovery from drug addiction and 
abusive childhood experiences with train-
ing in public speaking, journalism, 
research, and traditional organizing skills. 
Resist's recent grant to Free My People 
went toward the cost of a four-day annual 
retreat for the forty core members of the 
organization. 
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In each newsletter we highlight a few 
recent grants made to groups around the 
country. In this issue we continue from last 
month, highlighting grants made over the 
past year to groups doing anti-racism and 
anti-violence work and promoting youth 
leadership. The information in these brief 
reports is provided to us by the groups them-
selves. For mo~ deta.ils, pl.ease write to them 
at the addresses included here. 
Women Against Violence, P.O. Box 
2731, Norfolk, VA 23501. 
Women Against Violence (WAY) is a 
group of primarily working class African 
American women that was founded fol-
lowing the death of 15-year-old James 
"Peter" Clements. On the afternoon of 
October 29, 1990, Peter became the sev-
enteenth (and youngest) homicide victim 
in Portsmouth, VA that year; he was fatal-
ly wounded in a drive-by shooting just 
blocks from his house. After a series of 
community meetings, WAY was estab-
lished and immediately began holding 
vigils, a community speak-out against 
violence, speaking engagements at a local 
prison and to inner city church and civic 
groups with a call to "Stop the Violence/ 
Save Our Youth." WAY aims to bring the 
issues of youth violence and adult respon-
sibility to the entire community. 
the threat of neighborhood violence. The 
group conducts organizing workshops in 
low-income neighborhoods and its mem-
bers work as advocates for children, 
ensuring that local educational, social, 
and recreational institutions speak to the 
real needs of you th. WAY sponsored a 
political forum forcing local candidates 
for the city council to address questions 
of poverty, racism, and the absence of job 
training; the group also organized a sum-
mer "Stop the Violence Youth Festival.,, 
Resist's grant was used to publish an 
organizing pamphlet and to provide a 
telephone for the group's secretary, the 
mother of the teenager whose death led 
to WAV's formation. 
Committee in Solidarity with the C.en-
tral American People, 458 Blair Blvd., 
Eugene, OR 97404. 
The Committee in Solidarity with 
the Central American People (CISCAP) 
in Eugene is .. a community-based infor-
mation, education, and action network 
that addresses U.S. intervention in Cen-
tral America on an ongoing basis. The 
group also works in alliance with social 
justice groups in the local area. 
and phone calls, and by exposing the reali-
ty of political repression in El Salvador 
and Guatemala in its public education. 
In addition, the group has a material 
aid component that has supported medi-
cal projects in El Salvador and a range of 
grassroots organizations in Guatemala. 
CISCAP believes that, as in Central 
America, everyone here at home has the 
right to food, decent shelter, health care 
and education. The group strives to make 
visible the connections between corporate 
exploitation of people of color and the 
poor in Central America and the U.S. To 
that end, the group has worked with the 
Chicano Affairs Center, the Homeless 
Action Coalition, and labor organizations. 
The group has added to its material 
aid campaign an effort to raise funds for 
local programs serving low-income fami-
lies of color, and members did physical 
work on a family shelter (run by the Chi-
cano Affairs Center) during CISCAP's 
Work-a-Thon. 
CISCAP believes that in order to 
address domestic issues in a useful way, 
and to be effective as an agent for social 
justice, it must openly discuss issues of 
racism, sexism, heterosexism and homo-
phobia within the organization, and 
encourage people to directly confront 
themselves and each other about their 
assumptions and behaviors. Resist's grant 
was used to further this discussion during 
a one-day "Undoing Racism" workshop 
facilitated by a local multicultural anti-
racism training group. 
Among WAV's goals is an effort to 
recruit progressive, professional and long 
time community activists to help develop 
the organizing skills of African American 
women, many of whom are single heads 
of households and whose children face Free My People/Youth Leadership Move-
r -------------------------------------7 ment, 466 Blue Hill Ave., Dorchester, Join the Resist Pledge Program MA 02121 
CISCAP holds monthly educational 
forums, sponsors speaking tours of Cen-
tral American activists, produces a quar-
terly newsletter, holds ongoing meetings 
with local newspaper editors, and works 
to provide Central American perspectives 
to the media. CISCAP has a human rights 
network that responds to human rights 
abuses in Central America with ·telexes 
We 'd like you to consider becoming a 
Resist Pledge. Pledges account for over 
25% of our income. By becoming a 
pledge, you help guarantee Resist a 
fixed and dependable source of income 
on which we can build our grant making 
program. In return, we will send you a 
monthly pledge letter and reminder, 
along with your newsletter . We will 
keep you up-to-date on the groups we 
have funded, and the other work being 
done at Resist. So take the plunge and 
become a Resist Pledge! We count on 
you, and the groups we fund count on 
• Yes! I would like to become a Re~ist 
Pledge. I'd like to pledge$ ____ / 
(monthly, bi-
monthly, quarterly, 2x a year, yearly). 
• Enclosed is my pledge contribution 
of$ ____ _ 
• I can't join the pledge program just 
now, but here's a contribution to sup-
port your work. $_____ I 
Name ____________ l 
I Address ____________ , 
City /State/Zip ________ : 
us. I 
Resist I 
j_ ·-_______ ~~S~~~ ~r~!:_S~m~r~I~ ~~ ~1~ _: ~~ ~~~~ _______ I 
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Free My People is a youth-led organi-
zation based in Dorchester, MA. The 
group, a program of the American Friends 
Service Committee, began in 1988 with 
the vision that youth in the African-Amer-
ican community are the foremost experts 
on some of the major issues they face: 
crime, drugs, violence, gangs, poor educa-
tion, and unemployment. 
Free My People describes itself as 
part of the African-American people's lib-
eration movement because: 
It is clear as we look around that 
our communities are under siege .... 
continued on page e /even 
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